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Polish Ambassador to Present Order of 
Merit Award to President Lubbers 
Polish Ambassador Extraordinaire Jan 
Kinast will present President Lubbers 
with a Golden-Emblem Order of Merit 
from the Polish People's Republic on 
Monday, November 21. 
the Polish guests and join in honoring 
Lubbers at a reception to be held on 
November 21 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in the 
L.V. Eberhard Center. The Polish Heri-
tage Society is co-sponsoring the event 
with GVSU. 
Grand Valley State University 
At the reception, a display of photo-
graphs and articles depicting ''The Last 
70 Years of Poland" will be unveiled. 
The 40-piece collection is on loan from 
the Polish People's Republic and will be 
on display at the Eberhard Center 
through November 28. "This award is given to Polish and 
American citizens who have significantly 
promoted cooperation between Poland 
and the United States," according to Vice 
Consul Jerzy Borowiec, a member of the 
Polish Consulate in Chicago. "I believe 
less than ten of these awards have been 
presented since we began the program in 
1974," he added. Borowiec and Consul 
Tadeusz Czerevinski will accompany the 
ambassador to the ceremony, to be held 
in Kirkhof Center. 
Special Convocation Ceremony 
To Honor Holocaust Survivors 
Ambassador Kinast will present the 
award to Lubbers at a noon ceremony. 
GVSU faculty and students who have 
visited or studied in Poland have been 
invited to attend the luncheon ceremony. 
Lubbers was instrumental in establish-
ing GVSU's Polish Exchange Program in 
1975. Each fall, several faculty members 
from the Academy of Economics in Kra-
kow come to GVSU to conduct research 
and to lecture; each summer, GVSU 
faculty and students visit Poland to par-
ticipate in academic and cultural activi-
ties there. 
Members of the Grand Rapids Polish 
community have been invited to greet 
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In a first convocation ceremony of its 
kind at GVSU, the university will confer 
honorary degrees upon recipients recom-
mended by an academic department. 
The Department of Social Thought and 
Public Affairs has recommended that 
David Mandel and Peter and Adriana 
Termaat receive honorary Doctor of Hu-
mane Letters degrees. The degrees will 
be presented in a 12 noon convocation 
ceremony on Wednesday, December 7, in 
Kirkhof Center. 
Mandel is a Jewish survivor of the 
Holocaust. At the age of 15, he was 
forced from his Czechoslovakian home 
along with the rest of his family and sent 
to Auschwitz. He, his father, and his 
brother survived; the rest of his family 
died there. 
Mandel has served as a guest speaker 
for the past three years in the GVSU 
political science class entitled "Human 
Aggression and Cooperation." Professor 
William Baum serves as the instructor. 
The memories of the horrors of the 
Holocaust are still vivid for Mandel, now 
a Grand Rapids businessman. Through 
his eyes and voice, students in the class 
have also become aware of the realities 
of the Holocaust. 
Adriana and Peter Termaat also serve 
as guest speakers for the class. They 
were involved in the Dutch underground 
resistance movement against the Nazis 
during World War II. They found hiding 
places for hundreds of Jews, Allied pilots 
who had been shot down, and Dutch 
men fleeing the German labor camps. 
Two years ago, Israel awarded the 
Termaats the medal of the Righteous 
Gentile for risking their own lives to save 
the lives of Jewish people. 
Speeches at the convocation ceremony 
will be the presentation of the honorary 
degrees by faculty members and the 
response of the recipients. President 
Lubbers will speak briefly about the new 
process of academic departments recom-
mending honorary degree recipients. 
There will be a reception following the 
ceremony. 
Across Campus 
FBRA Sign-up Deadline 
Open enrollment in the Flexible Bene-
fit Reimbursement Account program is 
under way for the 1989 calendar year. 
The deadline for enrollment in the pro-
gram is December 9, 1988. Faculty and 
staff who are eligible to participate in 
the program are receiving booklets which 
describe the plan and contain an enroll-
ment form. 
"I really encourage everyone to take a 
good look at this important benefit, 
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especially if they have not used it in the 
past," said Susan Klym, Staff Benefits 
Assistant. "It could result in a substan-
tial savings for couples or individuals 
with child care, orthodontic, vision care, 
or medical expenses not covered by their 
health plan. However, if using the de-
pendent care account, they must carefully 
compare this benefit with the child care 
credit on their federal tax return to see 
which is more beneficial for their per-
sonal situation." 
The FBRA program received national 
recognition last year because of its 
unique way of allowing faculty and staff 
to lower their taxable gross income and 
set aside benefit dollars that they know 
are appropriate for them. 
The plan enables its participants to 
allocate pre-tax dollars to health care 
expense accounts and/or dependent care 
expense accounts for reimbursement for 
those types of expenses. It allows in-
dividuals to make use of deductible ex-
penses throughout the plan year rather 
than at the time when their federal tax 
return is filed. 
"I think that in most cases individuals 
do not reach the level of medical 
expenses that are required during the 
calendar year to be eligible for that 
deduction on their federal tax return," 
remarked Klym. "This plan gives those 
people the opportunity to take the 
deduction up-front." 
By law, all participants are required to 
re-enroll each plan year. There is no 
carry-over from year to year. Partici-
pants may be reimbursed only for 
charges incurred and paid within the 
specific plan year. 
For more information about the pro-
gram or a copy of a booklet explaining 
it, contact the Personnel Office, at exten-
sion 2215. 
Life Sciences Building 
Plans Continue 
University officials are in the process 
of selecting an architect to design a new 
Life Sciences Building. Twenty-five ar-
chitectural films have submitted bids and 
seven have been selected for further 
consideration. The selection committee 
will present their recommendation at the 
December 9 Board of Control meeting. 
Phone-a-Thon Volunteers Needed 
Faculty and staff volunteers are need-
ed to join members of the Alumni Ad-
visory Board in a phone-a-thon alumni 
campaign on Thursday, December 8. 
Plans are to contact previous donors 
who already have received a mailing 
telling them about this year's campaign. 
A light supper will be available to 
volunteers following the GVSU annual 
holiday party. From 6 to 9 p.m. the 
phone campaign will take place. 
For more information or to volunteer, 
call Mary Neal at extension 3594. 
No Forum Next Week 
Becaust of the Thanksgiving holiday 
break, the Fornm will not be published 
next week. The next issue will be dis-
tributed on Monday, December 5. 
Watch for Pedestrians 
With the winter season approaching, 
the Department of Public Safety urges an 
increased effort to maintain cooperation 
between pedestrians and those driving 
across campus. 
Following is the · law applying to pe-
destrians and vehicle drivers: 
CI R28.1702 Sec. 7.2. Pedestrians right-of-
way in crosswalk; violation as civil 
infraction. 
(1) When traffic-control signals are 
not in place or are not in operation, 
the driver of a vehicle shall yield the 
right-of-way, slowing down or 
stopping if need be to so yield, to a 
pedestrian crossing the roadway within 
a crosswalk when the pedestrian is on 
the half of the roadway on which the 
vehicle is traveling or when the 
pedestrian is approaching so closely 
from the opposite half of the roadway 
as to be in danger; but a pedestrian 
shall not suddenly leave a curb or 
other place of safety and walk or run 
into the path of a vehicle which is so 
close that it is impossible for the 
driver to yield. 
(2) A person who violates this section 
is responsible for a civil infraction. 
The department of Public Safety will 
enforce the code and may issue citations 
to those in violation. Citations must be 
processed through the 58th District Court 
in Hudsonville. 
Physical Plant Retirees 
Attend Dinner 
The eleventh annual dinner for those 
who have retired from work in the GVSU 
Physical Plant attracted ten retirees with 
their spouses and seven widows of retir-
ees this year. 
Guests also included members of the 
Administration and Personnel Offices, 
union officers, and Physical Plant super-
visory staff. 
"We began this tradition to allow the 
university to extent a measure of thanks 
and good will to the retired plant em-
ployees," said Maintenance Supervisor 
John Scherff. "We also wanted to give 
them an opportunity to maintain pride in 
the institution and allow them to main-
tain contact with their fellow retirees as 
well as with university personnel." 
This year the event included a tour of 
the Eberhard Center where the guests 
were greeted by the words "Welcome 
GVSU Retirees" on the lighted marquee 
outside the building. 
"Anyone visiting with the retirees 
could not help but be buoyed by the 
happy atmosphere which prevailed and 
by the guests expressing their gratitude 
and their desire to have this tradition 
continue," Scherff said. 
Computer Fontware Available 
The Bitstream Fontware for WordPer-
fect 5.0 users has arrived and may be 
picked up at the Micro Center in 225 
Manitou Hall. This software is free to 
those who received WordPerfect 5.0 
through the NBI conversion or who 
purchased it from the Micro Center. 
Coming Events 
Free Admittance 
To Basketball Game 
For Staff and Faculty 
All it will take for faculty and staff 
and their families to be admitted to the 
GVSU men's basketball game on TuesdaJ'.'._, 
November 22, is a nonperishable food 
item. 
Intercollegiate Athletics, in cooperation 
with Campus Ministries, is offering the 
special in order to gather food for area 
needy families in time for Thanksgiving. 
The game, against Indiana Purdue at 
Ft. Wayne, begins at 7:45 p.m. in the 
Field House. 
Colloquium to Be Held 
Next Wednesday 
English Professor Louise Peacock will 
speak on "Medb as Banchomarba (Medb 
as Heiress in The Cattle Raid)" on 
Wednesday, November 30, from 3 to 5 
p.m. in Room 260, Lake Superior Hall. 
This is the next in the Fall 1988 English 
Department Colloquia Series. 
Professional Development Seminars 
Available 
There are several professional develop-
ment seminars that will be held in the 
Grand Rapids area during the next 
several weeks. 
Sponsored by various organizations, 
topics include "How to Manage Conflict, 
Criticism, and Anger;" "The Secretary 
Seminar;" "The Take-Charge Secretary;" 
and "Developing Your Image As A Suc-
cessful Woman." 
For more information, contact Deb 
Stormzand, COT Training and Develop-
ment Committee representative, in the 
Personnel Office at Extension 2215. 
MHSAA Girls' Basketball Finals 
At GVSU 
For the third consecutive year, GVSU 
will host the Michigan High School Ath-
letic Association Girls' Basketball Final 
Tournament. 
The games will be held on Saturday, 
December 10, at the Field House. State 
champions in all · four classes will be 
crowned. 
The tournament will follow the same 
format as in previous years: two 
afternoon and two evening games. Cost 
is $4 per person for each session. 
The tournament will be televised live 
on WXMI-TV (Channel 17) of Grand 
Rapids; radio stations from throughout 
the state will carry the games; and the 
Grand Rapids Press and other print 
media will also cover the tournament. 
The event draws over 7,000 participants 
and spectators. 
"The fact that Grand Valley State has 
been selected for the third consecutive 
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year reflects satisfaction on the part of 
MHSM officials with the site and with 
the west Michigan area. The MHSM is 
particularly aware of the fact that Grand 
Rapids is supportive of high school 
sports," said Mike Stodola, Field House 
manager. 
"The focus on GVSU is particularly 
beneficial for recruiting students and 
familiarizing adults with the university. 
Past state tournaments have had very 
favorable impacts upon recruitment of 
student athletes to campus." 
Advance tickets for the event will be 
available at the Field House beginning 
Monday, December 5, at 1 p.m. 
For more information, contact Stodola 
at extension 3313. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Charlene Beckmann, assistant professor 
of mathematics, presented a paper en-
titled "Effect of Computer Graphics Use 
on Student Understanding of Calculus 
Concepts" at the Technology in Collegiate 
Mathematics Conference at Ohio State 
University on October 27. 
Frederick Bevis, associate professor of 
natural resources management, presented 
a program on "Aerial Photography and 
Detection of Environmental Problems" at 
the Michigan Earth Science Teachers 
Association, 22nd annual meeting, held 
at GVSU on September 30 and October 
1. 
Thomas Hamilton, theatre designer in 
the School of Communications, recently 
executed the settings for a fall promo-
tional show by Ramco-Gershenson As-
sociates in Grand Rapids. The fashion 
event, produced in conjunction with the 
Uniquely You Agency, was attended by 
more than 800 west Michigan residents 
and was held at the North Kent Mall in 
October. 
Antonio Herrera, professor of educa-
tion, was the speaker for the monthly 
business meeting of the American Busi-
ness Club on October 13 in Grandville , 
He spoke on time management emphasiz-
ing the·urgency of and procrastination in 
prioritising daily schedules. 
Cynthia Kay, media instructor in the 
School of Communications, recently com-
pleted a documentary video tracing the 
20-year development of Opera Grand 
Rapids. The 15-minute feature, entitled 
"Bravo! Opera Grand Rapids," was pro-
duced by grants from the Grand Rapids 
Foundation and the Friends of the Opera 
Association, and was researched and 
written by theatre student Pamela Pat-
ton. 
Daleene Menning, associate professor 
of art and design, has completed a major 
body of work currently being exhibited at 
Buckham Gallery in Flint at an invitation-
al show of six ceramists. She also has 
had a piece accepted in the statewide 
Michigan Art Competition juried exhibit 
at the Holland Area Arts Council. 
Doris Rucks, coordinator of women's 
studies, presented a paper at the 
luncheon workshop of the Minnesota 
Continued on page 4 
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Workshop on Women in History, an 
Agency for International Development 
project. The title of the paper was 
"Contemporary Crucial Issues for Women 
in Development-Zimbabwe Women." 
Robert Sheady, Jr., visiting instructor 
of art history, has been invited to serve 
as judge for the 11th Annual Religious 
Arts Festival art show to be held at the 
Samuel Lutheran Church in Muskegon. 
Elizabeth Strickler, assistant professor 
of physical therapy, had an article en-
titled "Mock Clinic: One Program's Ex-
perience" published in the Fall 1988 issue 
of the Journal of Physical Therapy Educa-
tion. 
Strickler and Herm Triezenberg, direc-
tor of the Program in Physical Therapy, 
were elected by the membership of the 
Michigan Physical Therapy Association as 
state representatives to the American 
Physical Therapy Association's House of 
Delegates. The House of Delegates is the 
major decision-making body for the APTA 
and will meet next in June of 1989. 
James Wise, professor of facilities 
management, was the keynote speaker on 
a panel of the Symposium on Overall 
Facility Performance: Use Operation, and 
Cost, sponsored by ASTM in Toronto, 
Canada, October 13-14. His paper was 
titled "Control is Beautiful: Measuring 
Facility Performance as if People (and 
Buildings) Really Mattered." 
Wise chaired a session on "Evaluating 
the Impact of Design" at the Human 
Factors Society Meetings held October 
24-30 in Anaheim, California. He was 
also re-elected as newsletter editor of 
their Technical Group on Environmental 
Design. 
Welcome to GVSU 
Thomas Norman, systems analyst. 
He formerly worked as a program-
mer/analyst for the Farm Bureau Insur-
ance Group in Lansing and in similar 
positions at the Amway Corporation and 
Foremost Insurance Co. He has a B.A. 
from Alma College. 
Calendar of Events 
Monday, November 21 
10 a.m.: Faculty Forum with Ivan Illich on societal institutions. Kirkhof 
Center. 
12 noon: Polish award ceremony. Kirkhof Center. 
1 :30 p.m. : Lecture. Ivan Illich on "What It Means to Be Educated." 
Free. Calder Fine Arts Center. 
5-6:30 p.m.: Reception for Polish guests. Eberhard Center. 
Tuesday, November 22 
10 a.m.: Faculty Forum with Ivan Illich on various issues. Kirkhof 
Center. 
6 p.m.: Women's and men's swimming. GVSU at Alma. 
7 p.m.: Women's basketball. GVSU at Aquinas. 
7:45 p.m.: Men's basketball. Indiana-Purdue Ft. Wayne at GVSU. (Free 
admittance for faculty, staff, and their families.) 
Wednesday, November 23 
1 p.m.: Wrestling. Lake Superior State at GVSU. 
Thursday and Friday, November 24 and 25 
Thanksgiving recess . 
Friday, November 25 
TBA: Women's basketball. GVSU at Grand Rapids Press Tournament. 
Aquinas Colle$e. 
Saturday, November 26 
9 a.m.: Wrestling. GVSU at Northern Open. University of Wisconsin. 
Sunday November 27 
10:30 a.m. : Dialogue worship. Portside Room, Kirkhof Center. 
6:30 p.m.: Catholic mass . 132 Lake Huron Hall. 
Wednesday, November 30 
TBA: Women's basketball. GVSU at Grand Rapids Press Tournament. 
Aquinas College. 
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12 noon: Lunchbreak. William Zito, guitar and lute player. Free. Calder 
Fine Arts Center. 
3 p.m.: Faculty Colloquium with Louise Peacock. 260 Lake superior 
Hall. 
7:45 p.m.: Men's basketball. Tri-state at GVSU. 
Thursday, December I 
TBA: Women's basketball. GVSU at Grand Rapids Press Tournament. 
Aquinas College. 
Friday, December 2 
8 p.m.: Choral Concert. Ellen Pool, conductor. Free. Calder Fine Arts 
Center. 
7:30 p.m.: Men's basketball. Kentucky State, Frankfort, Kentucky. 
Saturday, December 3 
9 a.m.: Wrestling. GVSU at Illinois Open, Champaign, IL. 
2 p.m.: Women's basketball. GVSU at Ashland. 
7 p.m.: Men's and women's swimming. Ferris at GVSU. 
Monday, December 5 
6 p.m.: Men's and women's swimming. GVSU at Grand Rapids J.C. 
